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Perspective on LIFE CYCLE MANAGEMENT

- Is focused on products and (manufacturing) processes

- Takes into account normative goals to reduce impact
in social and environmental terms (s)LCA

- Requires relevant and up-to-date data

- Depends on contributions of actors linked through complex
structures (e.g. supply chains)

- This contribution: How can we create momentum to built
LCM infrastructures in a sector?
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sne.h-da.de/leather-chemistry/ 



Conceptual understanding in the project: „more sustainable chemistry“

 No harm to people and the environment due to toxicity

 Reduced use of natural resources
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Scenario process guides the way to more sustainable leather chemistry
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Subproject launch: 
IT tools and Governance for traceability
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Know what substances are in your products (and 
processes)

Data provided by suppliers

Pilot case study with

- MDS (Material Data System) Tool by iPoint-systems

- Provided within the framework of the EU LIFE
project „AskREACH“ (Co-funded by EU Commission)
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Example for the
substance regulations
(REACH; RoHS; etc). 

that a brand can request
its supplier to report on. 

Experience with the MDS (1)
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Example for a product-
structure-tree (not 

finished) of cowhide
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Experience with the MDS (2)



Challenges towards traceability infrastructures

Motivation and capacities of suppliers

Ignorance as regards chemicals in products and processes

Safety data sheets are limited data sources

Lack of standards

Multitude of service providers company specific solutions

Develop with all relevant actors governance framework  
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Traceability of chemicals along supply chains: Benefits

Ensure compliance today and tomorrow

Proactively manage chemicals used in supply chains 

More informed product design 

Benefit from the reporting standards reducing costs 

Enhance management of risks and of supply chain processes

Substantiate green claims (consumers, investors, NOGs)

Facilitate the material classifications needed for recycling 

Allow for trustful transparency 

Leverage new business models
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For any comments or
questions please reach out 
to us

Further reading:

sne.h-da.de/leather-chemistry
https://www.askreach.eu/

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cogsc.2019.08.003

Julian.Schenten@h-da.de
Eleni.Kaluziak@h-da.de

Thank you
for your attention
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