
Developing a Circular Economy for the 
Data Centre industry – how the CEDaCI 
project contributes to sustainable 
decision making.
CEDaCI is a 5 year project led by LSBU, aiming to create a 
robust  Circular Economy for the Data Centre Industry by 
adop�ng a whole-life-cycle approach to the problem of 
sectoral e-waste.

The CEDaCI project was developed to increase overall sustainability by addressing various technical, cultural, 
and behavioural barriers facing this sector such as: fragmenta�on and main focus on energy efficiency rather 
than systemic efficiency. By taking a whole-systems approach to the problem of Data Centre Industry (DCI) 
generated e-waste, CEDaCI is aiming to encourage sustainability within the sector and help turn its e-waste 
into a useful resource. 

Whole Systems Approach 
• Building a mul�-disciplinary network across the sector

and enabling trans-sectoral learning through our
Co-crea�on Workshops.

• Promo�ng extended product life through second use
and refurbishment.

• Extending current Eco-design Guidelines with CEDaCI
bespoke guidelines and strategies to help the industry
adopt circularity as an essen�al business format and
increase product life extension and recycling.

• Developing Circular Data Centre Compass (CDCC) – tool
designed to help industry stakeholders to proac�vely
engage in transi�oning towards Circular Economy.

Cross-sector expert collabora�on pioneered by CEDaCI, raised awareness of the challenges associated 
with the life cycle and circularity of DC hardware. CEDaCI whole-systems approach linked various DCI 
sub-sectors who have not communicated previously, encouraging sustainability within the industry. 

CEDaCI Partners 
20+ Expert partners from academia and industry  across 7 countries in North West Europe.




