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Over the past 25 years, China was responsible for half of recycling of paper,

metal and plastic in the world. Countries like Canada, Ireland, USA and others

in Europe have decided to send their waste, as it has become an economic

alternative to export to have to treat in their countries. However, in early 2018,

China had the decision not to receive them anymore, making these countries

reflect on other alternatives, as they were directly affected. Some, as an

emergency measure, decided to create prohibition laws of disposable straws

and packaging, as is the case of Vancouver in Canada, in an attempt to reduce

or dispose of these materials that they cost $2.5 million Canadian dollars a year

to be collected.

In order to bring together the different points of view and contribute to a

discussion, FEE mobilized all the Brazilian parts involving production,

distribution, use and disposal of plastics to better understand solutions for the

future of this material, as well as identify the main uncertainties currently faced.

• The other stage of data collection leaves for a more interactive and in-depth

investigation with the representatives of the chain, through the application of

an online questionnaire of broad and voluntary participation.

• We had the participation of public representatives from all parts of the chain.

For the systematization and interpretation of results, these audiences were

divided into three groups, according to their influence and participation in

decision-making.

• Using an analysis methodology of perception (details about the methodology

can be seen at https://lnkd.in/dCUthx3) it was possible map the main material

themes and through of an online questionnaire synthesize what companies,

experts and everyone involved in the chain are realizing about the future of

plastic.

• The questionnaire deepened in relation to the themes looking for capture from

audiences.

1- What material themes should be prioritized in understanding more

sustainable production and consumption of plastics?

2 - Which themes perceive a practical involvement and articulation under the

strategic and operational point of view in the institution you represent?

Based on these and other references studied, it was possible to map the

material themes, which are the subjects that had the greatest representation

and that, in some way, are most mentioned by stakeholders. There were 26

distinct material themes that were divided into 8 categories.

For the group represented by the industries, the understand the relevance of

certain the material themes were presented very closely to the other actors in

the chain, and report, in priority order, investment in integrated systems for

waste management, awareness and education about the Conscious

consumption and disposal and creation of partnerships and collaboration

programs between companies and voluntary agreements.

The group that represents society points as priorities in addition to integrated

investments in management of waste and link engagement actions of the

chain, the greatest adoption of policies for circular model for reuse of

resource.

The group responsible for managing waste, recycling and end of life of

the materials claims, in addition to the already mentioned, the need for funds

of research and development that promote technological innovations.

Regarding the perception of the practical involvement and articulation of

these actors (or institutions that represent) in relation to the material themes

presented, it is observed that industries can better structure themselves to

attack the themes and that they are mainly involved in strategic fronts to

develop the circular economy and promote education and engagement of

society.

On the other, representatives of society and the intended or regroupers report

that they are having little discussion or practical action on the material themes

presented by them as priorities.

The governance of these fronts aligned with strategies that consider the

management of the plastic life cycle is one of the ways to ensure that actions

have more responsibility and that they are more representative for their

future.
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