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Social Analysis within SEEbalance®

Focus Social Analysis – Social LCA

Social Life Cycle Assessment
 Identify social risk (based on credible 

commercial data providers)
 Important impact categories considered include 

fair wages, forced labor, health and safety
 Focus on stakeholder groups like workers, 

communities and consumers
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Data generation and assessment
From company assessment to country/sector specific data
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Company
assessment

Sector/country
assessment

Producing company
known?

Country known?

Sector and country known?

no

no

Assessment on company
level

yes

yes

Assessment on country
level

yes

Sources: C³-V2.10 project documents, Saling (2020)

Assessment on sector
(country) level



Overview of selected impact categories
Mapping across different levels of data sources indices
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 Follow the life-cycle approach: Assessment of social risks along the value chain for each relevant process operator

 Manageable amount of impact categories

 Rely on consistent data for chosen impact categories 

 Do not relate results to product mass flows 

 Use a scale-based approach for the risk assessment with four risk categories analog to databases or other 
initiatives



System boundaries and product system operators
Definition of a life cycle according to LCA approach
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System boundaries

 System boundaries 
defined in a cradle-to-
grave approach

 The system is defined 
by single product 
system operators 
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Results interpretation
Comparing two different types of concrete materials

Social risk:       low,         medium,        high,        very high

Graph
Rank 1: Alternative 2
Rank 2: Alternative 1

Concrete application 1

Concrete application 2



Summary
Using information from different data sources indices
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 In the Social Life Cycle Assessment, data along the supply chain in an LCA approach are 
collected and assessed. 

 Different levels of the assessment are applied, beginning from specific company related data 
via regional data and regional average data. 

 Social LCA can be worked out with available data and primary data assessments
 For the assessment we use the data bases Ecovadis, Reprisk and Maplecroft.
 The Social LCA can be used together with the Social Hotspot Assessment
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