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1. From footprint to handprint

▪ Footprints measure the environmental burden of offerings

→ Need to reveal the positive environmental impacts of products, services and organizations

▪ Main goal of the handprint is to support cutting emissions and

to communicate achieved emission reductions

A handprint refers to the beneficial environmental impacts that 

organizations can achieve and communicate by offering products and 

services that reduce the footprints of others.



1. From footprint to handprint

Every product has a footprint but not necessary a handprint!



1. From footprint to handprint

▪ A handprint can be created by offering 

solutions with a lower footprint in 

comparison to the solutions used in the 

baseline or by helping the user to 

reduce the footprint of their processes

• Reduction in one’s own footprint only

doesn’t create a handprint



2. The framework for the environmental handprint
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2. The framework for the environmental handprint

The handprint calculation 

process consists of four 

stages and 13 steps and is

closely based on the LCA 

method.



2. The framework for the environmental handprint 

Stage 1: Handprint requirements

▪ The first stage is specific to a 

handprint assessment when 

compared to a traditional LCA 

assessment

▪ The first stage defines the scope 

of the study, identifies relevant 

environmental impacts and their 

indicators of the case in question, 

and specifies the operating 

environment for the study. 



3. Environmental handprint in organizations

▪ Can be used widely by companies and organizations to communicate the environmental 
benefits of their products, services and technologies

▪ A science-based approach for companies to show their environmental responsibility

▪ Identification of the potential for improvement in own product segment in different 
markets

▪ Development of product and production processes

▪ Comparison of alternatives (e.g., raw materials, technologies)

▪ Strong marketing and communication tool

▪ Preparedness for future legislation



4. Case study: Water handprint for water treatment technology

▪ A water handprint aims to communicate positive changes related to water scarcity or water quality

▪ The case study considers water purification technology used in a water treatment plant in a mining company 

▪ Water treatment via the wetlands was considered as the baseline

▪ In this study, the water scarcity handprint is 94,25 m3 world eq. / year, meaning 34% of the water demand and          

the water quality handprint 460 kg PO4
3- eq. / year, meaning a 63% reduction of the eutrophication potential
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Thank you!

More info about the

handprint

www.handprint.fi


